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PLEASE TRANSMIT FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY 7^ 


3%. 



. HARRIMAN ONLY FROM AMBASSADOR BROWN. 

( J47S&? 

CAS VETN 8865 SETS FORTH REASONS WHY I FEEL PROPOSAL g ' 

*<&w 4 ?e 

CONTAINED REFERENCE MESSAGE WOULD NOT BE LIKELY ACHIEVE OUR OBJECT! 

♦ l 

AND EVEN IF ACCEPTED BY PHOUMI WOULD PLACE U.S. IN DANGEROUS 
PND UNTENABLE POSITION, AND MORE THAN EVER IN PHOUMI* S HANDS. 

•, THERE REMAINS THE SECONDARY QUESTION OF MY OWN PERSONAL 


POSITION WITH PHOUMI, WITH SOUVANNA, WTTH MY DIPLOMATICS COLLEAGU ES 

' DEPASTlEtfP OP STATE A/CDC/MR 

AND WITH MYSTELF. 


IF PROPOSAL IS ADOPTED: 



'MTSV-Cv-.f 


. SATE 


ESASOKtS) 
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1. I WOULD HAVE NO FURTHER INFLUENCE WITH PHOUMI. THIS i 




WOULD BE THE THIRD TIME; THAT I HAVE. TAKEN A STRONG POSITION WITH j | ^ 
* 

HIM WITHOUT FOLLOW-UP ACTIONjDL. THE U.S. I COULD NO LONGER DEAL 


WITH HIM ON A BASIS EITHER OF PERSONAL SELF RESPECT OR EFFECTIVNESS * 


FOR THE U.S. 


2. I COULD NEVER BE AT EASE IN DEALING WITH SOUVANNA, 


KNOWING THAT FOR THE SECOND TIME I WAS DEALING INDEPENDENTLY 


WITH PHOUMI BEHIND HIS BACK. 


3. I COULD NOT BE COMFORTABLE WITH MY BRITISH, FRENCH, 


AUSTRALIAN AND INDIAN COLLEAGUES, WITH WHOM I HAVE HITHERTO 
DEALT WITH CANDOR, WHO HAVE COME TO EXPECT THIS FROM ME, AND 


WHO HAVE COME TO TRUST ME. 


4. FINALLY, I COULD NOT LIVE AT PEACE WITH MYSELF IN 


SUCH AN EQUIVOCAL POSITION. 

THEREFORE, IF THIS COURSE OF ACTION IS TO BE ADOPTED, I MUST 
ASK YOU TO RECALL AND REPLACE ME IMMEDIATELY. THIS REQUEST IS MADE 
WITH FULL REALIZATION THAT A FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER IS EXPECTED TO 


IEO 


REPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAN ISSUING OFFICE IS PROHIBITED 


invibiUrt, I.IIWAKY OK CONCRliSS 
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CARRY OUT HIS ORDERS, AND THEREFORE,. THAT DEPARTMENT MAY FEEL IT 

• 

• » \ * 

REQUIRES MY RESIGNATION FROM THE SERVICE, SOMETHING WHICH I WOULD 
% * ' • t , 

REGRET MORE THAN I. CAN SAY,V'../ ' \ 


END OF MESSAGE • 





